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distinction of elements within the whole, and when
we turn our thoughts to the unity of the whole itself,
we can find nothing by which to characterise it.
Even the attempt to characterise it by negation, as
we have seen, is self-contradictory: for that which is
negatively related to the finite, is still finite. Thus
the inmost experience of our being is an experience
which can never be uttered, or which becomes self-
contradictory whenever it is uttered.

This is the difficulty with which Plotinus is ever
struggling, and we might say passionately struggling,
using all the resources of intellect and imagination in
the effort to exhibit and overcome it. To tltis be
returns again and again from new points of view, as if
driven by the pressure of a consciousness which masters
him, which by its very nature can never get itself
uttered, but which yet he cannot help striving to utter.
He pursues it with all the weapons of a subtle dia-
lectic, endeavouring to find some distinction which will
fix it for his readers, and he is endlessly fertile in
metaphors and symbols by which he seeks to flash
some new light upon it. Yet in all this struggle and
almost agony of effort after expression, "he is well
aware that he can never find the last conclusive word
for it; and he has to fall back on the thought that
it is unspeakable, and that his words can only be
useful if they stimulate the hearer to make the
experience for himself. "God/1 says Plotinus, "is